[Facioscapulohumeral muscle dystrophy and heart disease].
Cardiac involvement is well known in a number of skeletomuscular diseases but not in facio-scapulohumeral muscular dystrophy (FSHD). We report on a 71 year old woman with progressive cardiac insufficiency in FSHD, which was also confirmed by molecular analysis in one of the two daughters affected by the disease. Autopsy of the deceased patient showed the typical changes in skeletal muscles including focal inflammatory infiltrates in the diaphragm and, in addition, cardiac muscular involvement. The histological changes resembled those seen in primary cardiomyopathy despite the normal muscle mass volume. Both clinically and morphologically, the cardiac disease was the cause of death in this patient with FSHD.